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On July 21, 1578, the Mexican town of Tecamachalco awoke to news of a scandal. A doll-like effigy hung
from the door of the town's church. Its two-faced head had black chicken feathers instead of hair. Each
mouth had a tongue sewn onto it, one with a forked end, the other with a gag tied around it. Signs and
symbols adorned the effigy, including a sambenito, the garment that the Inquisition imposed on heretics.
Below the effigy lay a pile of firewood. Taken together, the effigy, signs, and symbols conveyed a deadly
message: the victim of the scandal was a Jew who should burn at the stake. Over the course of four years,
inquisitors conducted nine trials and interrogated dozens of witnesses, whose testimonials revealed a vivid
portrait of friendship, love, hatred, and the power of rumor in a Mexican colonial town.

A story of dishonor and revenge, Death by Effigy also reveals the power of the Inquisition's symbols, their
susceptibility to theft and misuse, and the terrible consequences of doing so in the New World. Recently
established and anxious to assert its authority, the Mexican Inquisition relentlessly pursued the perpetrators.
Lying, forgery, defamation, rape, theft, and physical aggression did not concern the Inquisition as much as
the misuse of the Holy Office's name, whose political mission required defending its symbols. Drawing on
inquisitorial papers from the Mexican Inquisition's archive, Luis R. Corteguera weaves a rich narrative that
leads readers into a world vastly different from our own, one in which symbols were as powerful as the
sword.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Archer:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Death by Effigy: A Case from the
Mexican Inquisition (The Early Modern Americas) seemed to be making you to know about other know-how
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Death by Effigy: A
Case from the Mexican Inquisition (The Early Modern Americas) is not only giving you far more new
information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Death by Effigy: A Case from the Mexican
Inquisition (The Early Modern Americas). You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Shannon Bland:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Death by
Effigy: A Case from the Mexican Inquisition (The Early Modern Americas) book as beginning and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Phillip Barker:

Exactly why? Because this Death by Effigy: A Case from the Mexican Inquisition (The Early Modern
Americas) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book
in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book?
If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Joel Padilla:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Death by Effigy: A Case
from the Mexican Inquisition (The Early Modern Americas) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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