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Junky, a Short Diagnosis, is an analytical essay (2,000 words) examining themes of drug abuse and urban
decay in William S. Burroughs’ novel Junky (1953). As a cult novel Junky provides a pathological attack on
the decaying social and moral values of post-war America. This semi-autobiographical memoir provides an
unflinching exposé of drug addiction in the early 1950’s. By using drug addiction as a means of observing a
state of physical deterioration in the self the individual is able to recognise a similar state of deterioration
within society. Burroughs’ novel effectively illustrates how society has succumb to the external forces of
corporatism, bureaucracy and extended forms of government control. In reacting against the stifling effects
of a consumer society Junky is not merely a gratuitous examination of drug abuse but a social critique
exposing the debilitating effects of post-war containment.

Short Extract

Is Junky (1953) simply a story about the urban underworld of drug abuse or can it be read as an attack on the
decaying social and moral values of post-war America? On the surface Burroughs novel graphically portrays
the criminal underworld of a drug dealer, but underneath, it becomes a pathological attack on the decaying
social and moral values of post-war America. After the Second World War, “America became a land of
unprecedented affluence,” states Bradbury, in which, “real incomes doubled and the United State became the
exemplary consumer economy” (1983: 26). At a superficial level this created an inner sense of cohesion
which many intellectuals thought would result in an age of conformity. But as America struggled to maintain
a new global balance of power, this period became outwardly marked by the stress and disorders of the
modern world, which later manifested themselves into the paranoia of the Cold War (Ibid, 26-27).

By examining the physical effects of drug addition, whereby the individual’s body is subdued by the effects
of a foreign agent, Burroughs effectively illustrates how society can succumb to the influence of destructive
external powers, such as, corporatism, monopolizing bureaucracy and the increasing powers of the secret
service (Donald, 1978: 115). These new post-war developments can be seen as foreign bodies of mass
power, seeking to create a world of consensus and conformity. But in destroying individual expression they
also destroy the existing social and moral values that society has traditionally relied upon. Junky is not
merely a gratuitous examination of drug abuse but a social critique exposing the debilitating effects of the
post-war consensus. “Burroughs is greatly concerned with the fear of a system taking over from our system,”
explains Donald, “drugs are, as it were, an alien occupying force, an evil external power which, once
internalised into the human system, transforms and destroys it” (1978: 113-5).
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From reader reviews:

Mark Blanding:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
Junky a Short Diagnosis: An Essay Examining the Underworld of Drug Abuse in William S. Burroughs'
Novel Junky (1953)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Rosemarie Sanders:

The book Junky a Short Diagnosis: An Essay Examining the Underworld of Drug Abuse in William S.
Burroughs' Novel Junky (1953) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Junky a Short Diagnosis: An Essay
Examining the Underworld of Drug Abuse in William S. Burroughs' Novel Junky (1953) to be your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Junky a Short Diagnosis: An Essay
Examining the Underworld of Drug Abuse in William S. Burroughs' Novel Junky (1953). Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Maria Forshee:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Junky a Short Diagnosis:
An Essay Examining the Underworld of Drug Abuse in William S. Burroughs' Novel Junky (1953) book as
basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Sandra Easley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial



number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Junky a Short
Diagnosis: An Essay Examining the Underworld of Drug Abuse in William S. Burroughs' Novel Junky
(1953).
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