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American art of the 1980s is as misunderstood as it is notorious. Critics of the time feared that market hype
and self-promotion threatened the integrity of art. They lashed out at contemporary art, questioning the
validity of particular media and methods and dividing the art into opposing camps. While controversies have
since subsided, critics still view art of the 1980s as a stylistic battlefield. Alison Pearlman rejects this picture,
which is truer of the period's criticism than of its art.

Pearlman reassesses the works and careers of six artists who became critics' biggest targets. In each of three
chapters, she pairs two artists the critics viewed as emblematic of a given trend: Julian Schnabel and David
Salle in association with Neo-Expressionism; Jean-Michel Basquiat and Keith Haring vis-à-vis Graffiti Art;
and Peter Halley and Jeff Koons in relation to Simulationism. Pearlman shows how all these artists shared
important but unrecognized influences and approaches: a crucial and overwhelming inheritance of 1960s and
1970s Conceptualism, a Warholian understanding of public identity, and a deliberate and nuanced use of past
styles and media. Through in-depth discussions of works, from Haring's body-paintings of Grace Jones to
Schnabel's movie Basquiat, Pearlman demonstrates how these artists' interests exemplified a broader,
generational shift unrecognized by critics. She sees this shift as starting not in the 1980s but in the mid-
1970s, when key developments in artistic style, art-world structures, and consumer culture converged to
radically alter the course of American art.

Unpackaging Art of the 1980s offers an innovative approach to one of the most significant yet least
understood episodes in twentieth-century art.
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From reader reviews:

Philip Logan:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Unpackaging Art of the 1980s can be fine book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Sandra Lester:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a reserve. The book Unpackaging Art of the 1980s it is extremely good to read. There are a lot
of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Carmen Helton:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This reserve Unpackaging Art of the 1980s was filled regarding science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Alexander Goodman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Unpackaging Art
of the 1980s.
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