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Why did Thomas Jefferson, who claimed to abhor war and fear standing armies, in 1802 establish the United
States Military Academy? For more than two centuries this question has received scant attention, despite the
significant contributions of both Jefferson and West Point to American history.

Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy is the most comprehensive treatment to date of the origins, purposes,
and legacies of Jefferson's school on the cliffs above the Hudson River. In a series of essays, an
interdisciplinary group of military historians, legal and constitutional scholars, and experts on Jefferson's
thought challenge the conventional wisdom that the third president's founding of the academy should be
regarded as accidental or ironic. Although Jefferson feared the potential power of a standing army, the
contributors point out he also contended that "whatever enables us to go to war, secures our peace." They
take a broad view of Jeffersonian security policy, exploring the ways in which West Point bolstered
America's defenses against foreign aggression and domestic threats to the ideals of the American Revolution.

Written in clear and accessible prose, Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy should appeal to scholars and
general readers interested in military history and the founding generation.

Contributors:
· Peter S. Onuf, University of Virginia
· Don Higginbotham, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
· David N. Mayer, Capital University Law School
· Elizabeth D. Samet, United States Military Academy
· Theodore J. Crackel, East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania
· Jennings L. Wagoner Jr., University of Virginia
· Christine Coalwell McDonald, Storm King School
· Samuel J. Watson, United States Military Academy
· Robert M. S. McDonald, United States Military Academy
· Jean M. Yarbrough, Bowdoin College
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Beaudry:

The book Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy: Founding West Point (Jeffersonian America) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy: Founding West Point (Jeffersonian America)
to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a book
Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy: Founding West Point (Jeffersonian America). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Jacqueline Ramos:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy:
Founding West Point (Jeffersonian America). All type of book would you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Joseph Felder:

Here thing why this specific Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy: Founding West Point (Jeffersonian
America) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends
in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy:
Founding West Point (Jeffersonian America) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy:
Founding West Point (Jeffersonian America). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy: Founding West Point
(Jeffersonian America) in e-book can be your alternative.

Beverly Thomas:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy: Founding West Point (Jeffersonian America) your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and



explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy: Founding
West Point (Jeffersonian America) giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern
is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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