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Honoring perhaps the most celebrated and important president in history, the Lincoln Memorial is one of our
most recognized national shrines. It seems impossible to envision the Mall in Washington, D.C. or national
pageantry without it--yet the Lincoln Memorial was almost not built. From the project's inception, the
memorial--a modified Greek temple designed by architect Henry Bacon--gave rise to charged cultural and
aesthetic debate, including arguments about Modernism and Americanism. Christopher Thomas offers the
first detailed analysis of Bacon's design and the memorial as a system, including the statue of Lincoln by
Daniel Chester French. Using extensive archival data, Thomas discusses just why the memorial looks as it
does.

Because the idea of a memorial to Lincoln raised questions of race, the legacy of the Civil War, and lingering
sectional animosities, the project sparked political debate between the legislative and executive branches of
government and between political parties. Thomas traces the long and controversial path of the project,
ranging from the immediate aftermath of the Civil War through the Progressive era, with its mix of novelty,
racism, and imperialism. As he concentrates on the memorial's background, design, construction, reception,
and uses--including the many public demonstrations for civil rights and justice that have taken place there--
Thomas shows that the Lincoln Memorial is not a neutral symbol of America at all but a partisan and racially
coded object, susceptible to appropriation and re-appropriation.

A valuable contribution to American studies, this book combines architecture and art history with American
history and politics. It will appeal to scholars in these fields and to any general reader with an interest in
Lincoln, the early twentieth century, and the monuments of our nation's capital.
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From reader reviews:

Marian Sheffield:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Lincoln Memorial and American Life. You can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book The Lincoln
Memorial and American Life. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
could open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Brett Baker:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Lincoln Memorial and American
Life. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Maxine Ford:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Lincoln
Memorial and American Life suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the
book untitled The Lincoln Memorial and American Lifeis the one of several books in which everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter
the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Michael Espy:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list will be The Lincoln Memorial and American Life. This book that
is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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