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The rediscovery in the fifteenth century of Lucretius' De rerum natura was a challenge to received ideas. The
poem offered a vision of the creation of the universe, the origins and goals of human life, and the formation
of the state, all without reference to divine intervention. It has been hailed in Stephen Greenblatt's best-
selling book, The Swerve, as the poem that invented modernity. But how modern did early modern readers
want to become?

This collection of essays offers a series of case studies which demonstrate the sophisticated ways in which
some readers might relate the poem to received ideas, assimilating Lucretius to theories of natural law and
even natural theology, while others were at once attracted to Lucretius' subversiveness and driven to
dissociate themselves from him. The volume presents a wide geographical range, from Florence and Venice
to France, England, and Germany, and extends chronologically from Lucretius' contemporary audience to the
European Enlightenment. It covers both major authors such as Montaigne and neglected figures such as
Italian neo-Latin poets, and is the first book in the field to pay close attention to Lucretius' impact on
political thought, both in philosophy - from Machiavelli, through Hobbes, to Rousseau - and in the topical
spin put on the De rerum natura by translators in revolutionary England. It combines careful attention to
material contexts of book production and distribution with close readings of particular interpretations and
translations, to present a rich and nuanced profile of the mark made by a remarkable poem.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Davis:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Lucretius
and the Early Modern (Classical Presences) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Courtney Cook:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take Lucretius and the Early Modern (Classical Presences) as the daily
resource information.

Casey Timmons:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Lucretius and the Early
Modern (Classical Presences).

Otis Key:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Lucretius and the Early Modern (Classical
Presences) or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other
book likes Lucretius and the Early Modern (Classical Presences) to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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