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The profound economic and social changes in the post-Civil War United States created new challenges to a
nation founded on Enlightenment and transcendental values, religious certainties, and rural traditions.
Newly-freed African Americans, emboldened women, intellectuals and artists,and a polyglot tide of
immigrants found themselves in a restless new world of railroads, factories, and skyscrapers where old
assumptions were being challenged and new values had yet to be created. In An American Cakewalk: Ten
Syncopators of the Modern World, Zeese Papanikolas tells the lively and entertaining story of a diverse
group of figures in the arts and sciences who inhabited this new America.

Just as ragtime composers subverted musical expectations by combining European march timing with
African syncopations, so this book's protagonists—who range from Emily Dickinson to Thorstein Veblen
and from Henry and William James to Charles Mingus—interrogated the modern American world through
their own "syncopations" of cultural givens. The old antebellum slave dance, the cakewalk, with its parody
of the manners and pretensions of the white folks in the Big House, provides a template of how the tricksters,
shamans, poets, philosophers, ragtime pianists, and jazz musicians who inhabit this book used the arts of
parody, satire, and disguise to subvert American cultural norms and to create new works of astonishing
beauty and intellectual vigor.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Johnson:

This An American Cakewalk: Ten Syncopators of the Modern World book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. That An American Cakewalk: Ten Syncopators of the Modern World without
we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry An American Cakewalk: Ten Syncopators of the Modern World can bring whenever you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell
phone. This An American Cakewalk: Ten Syncopators of the Modern World having very good arrangement
in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Hester Crutchfield:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this An
American Cakewalk: Ten Syncopators of the Modern World, it is possible to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Charles Steen:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is An American Cakewalk: Ten Syncopators of the Modern World this
guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of
you.

Terry Myers:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book An American Cakewalk: Ten Syncopators of the Modern World was filled



with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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