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Alfred Thayer Mahan's nineteenth-century classic, The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, has long
occupied a central place in the canon of strategic thought. But as Chester G. Starr shows in this thought-
provoking work, Mahan's theories have also led to serious misperceptions among historians about the
significance of naval superiority in antiquity. This analytical study of the role of sea power from the second
millennium B.C. to the end of the Roman Empire illustrates both the utility and the limitations of naval
power. Focusing on Athens and Carthage, Starr demonstrates that control of the seas was not always a
strategic necessity. Similarly, he examines the Roman imperial navy--the most advanced and widely-based
naval structure in antiquity--noting that when Rome fell it tas due to invasions by land, not sea. Starr
describes major naval battles in fascinating detail, and analyzes technological developments as they reveal
the limitations of galleys in warfare. This innovative study provides an important corrective to Mahan's
thesis, both as applied to ancient history and to modern strategic thought--making it provocative reading for
those interested in ancient history and also for those who follow military history.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Wirth:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Influence of Sea
Power on Ancient History that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then
how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit,
it is possible to pick The Influence of Sea Power on Ancient History become your starter.

Walter Cornwell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Influence of Sea Power on Ancient
History reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The Influence of Sea Power on Ancient History as
good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate
book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Rosemary Lafleur:

This The Influence of Sea Power on Ancient History is completely new way for you who has interest to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Influence of
Sea Power on Ancient History can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for
your better life as well as knowledge.

Curt Stewart:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that
can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims The Influence of Sea Power on Ancient History.
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