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From its appearance in Europe at the end of the fifteenth century until its cure with the discovery of
penicillin, syphilis has inspired wildly varying--and culturally revealing--theories about its origin, nature, and
treatment. In The History of Syphilis, Claude Quétel chronicles five centuries of medical detective work and
official management of a virulent disease that quickly became a cultural phenomenon. Quétel's study is a
reminder that modern medical science grew not only from inspired genius but also from desperate
speculation. Drawing parallels with the current medical and social campaigns against AIDS, Quétel notes
that the history of syphilis has a surprisingly contemporary resonance.

"Quétel argues that the war against syphilis was never mainly between science and disease. From the very
beginning, it was waged between those who sought to preserve syphilis as a scourge on sinners and those
who sought its cure."--Wilson Quarterly

"In its relation to sex and sin, Quétel demonstrates, syphilis was perhaps the archetypical social disease. The
strength of this history is that the author portrays physicians and public officials in a broad social context as
they tried to counter popular views of syphilis as being shameful and frightening... Demonstrates that our
present concern with AIDS has not shifted this debate significantly."--Journal of the History of Sexuality

"This book is two books in one. It traces the history of the medical conceptualizations of syphilis and the
attendant therapies for the disease from its first appearance in Europe during the 1490s until the present. But
it also charts the cultural representations of syphilis over a period of five hundred years. Contemporary
French scholars excel in the study of this aspect of medical history, and Claude Quétel is clearly among the
finest."--Historian
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From reader reviews:

David Guyton:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The History of Syphilis as the daily resource
information.

Mike Jones:

Often the book The History of Syphilis has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some
research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Martina Smith:

This The History of Syphilis is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
facts accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The History of Syphilis in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this can
be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Wendy Lambert:

This The History of Syphilis is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The History of Syphilis can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books
build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any
in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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