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The classical revival style of architecture made famous by the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition in
Chicago left its mark on one of the most sustained classical building movements in American architectural
history: the Christian Science church building movement. By 1920, every major American city and many
smaller towns contained an example of this architecture, financed by the followers of Mary Baker Eddy, the
church's founder. These buildings represented a new, burgeoning American institution that appealed to
business people and to young men and women working to succeed. Characterized by middle-class
congregations that in the early part of the century were over 75 percent women, Christian Science suggested
radical civic reform solutions based on an idealistic and pragmatic individualism. It attracted criticism from
traditional churches and from the medical establishment due to its rapid growth and to its reinstatement of
primitive Christianity's lost elements of physical healing and moral regeneration. "Prayers in Stone" spins out
the close connections between Christian Science church architecture and its social context. This architecture
served as a focal point for debates over the possibilities for a new twentieth-century urban architecture that
proponents believed would positively shape the behavior of citizens. Thus these buildings played a critical
role in discussions concerning religious and secular architecture as major elements of religious and social
reform. Drawing on a wide range of documentary evidence, including material from the archives of the
Mother Church in Boston, Paul Ivey uses Christian Science architecture to explore the social implications of
architectural styles and new building technologies, to illuminate class-based notions of civic reform and
beautification, and to investigate the use of architecture to bring about religious and social change. In
addition, the book explores complex gender issues, including early attempts to define a professional space
for women as Christian Science practitioners. Lavishly illustrated, "Prayers in Stone" focuses on four major
city arenas of Christian Science building-Boston, Chicago, New York, and the San Francisco Bay area to
demonstrate the vital intersection of architecture and religion at the so-called margins of American society.
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From reader reviews:

William Herold:

The book Prayers in Stone: Christian Science Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930 gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
looking at a book Prayers in Stone: Christian Science Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930 to be
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Prayers in Stone:
Christian Science Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Patti Wooden:

This Prayers in Stone: Christian Science Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930 tend to be reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Prayers in Stone: Christian Science
Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930 can be among the great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Prayers in Stone: Christian Science Architecture
in the United States, 1894-1930 forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Jean Taylor:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Prayers
in Stone: Christian Science Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930, you could tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Kimberly Casselman:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Prayers in Stone: Christian Science Architecture in
the United States, 1894-1930 or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how



the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Prayers in Stone: Christian Science Architecture in the United
States, 1894-1930 to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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