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Born and raised in New Y ork City, Lockwood de Forest (1850-1932) has long been recognized as an early
business partner of Louis Comfort Tiffany (1848-1933). He began his career as a painter trained by Frederic
E. Church with connections to the Tenth Street Studio, the National Academy of Design, and Society of
Decorative Art in New Y ork, and emerged as an artistic decorator with a specialty in richly appointed
interiors that boasted heavily carved East Indian architectural elements and furniture. Though hisformal ties
with Tiffany lasted only two years, de Forest continued an independent career in the decorative arts that
extended into the early twentieth century.

In this book—the first that focuses scholarly attention on de Forest’ s career in the decorative arts—Robert A.
Mayer argues that his commitment to India cannot be understood without exploring the larger context of the
East Indian craft revival, a self-conscious attempt by the British colonial government to create a Western
market for handmade, East Indian goods. This endeavor brought together many different individuals—Queen
Victoriain her role as Empress of India, the Price of Wales as a cultural ambassador, key enthusiasts
employed by the Indian Civil Service who emerged as collectors and connoisseurs, the ideology of the
English arts and crafts movement, the art schools of India, and hereditary craftsmen of Indiawho had lost
their traditiona patrons. De Forest was the only American represented within these intersecting circles, and
part of his commitment to Indiawas fueled by his concern that East Indian arts and crafts were dying and his
belief that American patronage could reverse this trend.

Mayer further suggests that de Forest embraced India because of his desire to achieve authority in an
intellectual pursuit that was equal to, yet different from, those of his brothers, both of whom were successful
lawyers. She provides a complete view of his career, from his early idealistic ideas, to his successin courting
Gilded Age millionaires, to the fading of demand for opulent Indian rooms. In doing so, she balances de
Forest’s memoirs of his experience of Indiain the 1880s and the 1890s with those more tempered
recollections of hiswife, Meta Kemble de Forest (of the du Pont family), and also acknowledges the
perspectives of his contemporary critics.

De Forest’ s house and studio at 7 East Tenth Street survives today as the Edgar M. Bronfman Center for
Jewish Life at New York University. In hisrole as a decorative artist, he had major patronsin New Y ork
City and the Hudson River Valley, including Frederic Edwin Church (for Olana), William Henry Appleton
(for Wavve Hill), and Andrew Carnegie (for his mansion, now the Cooper Hewitt, National Design
Museum). This book contains sixty color plates and one hundred thirty-two black-and-white illustrations.
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From reader reviews:
Rodney Alvarez:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is actually Lockwood de Forest: Furnishing the Gilded Age with a Passion for India.

Tanya McGaha:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because al this time you only find book that
need more time to be read. Lockwood de Forest: Furnishing the Gilded Age with a Passion for India can be
your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Lucy Carson:

This Lockwood de Forest: Furnishing the Gilded Age with aPassion for Indiais brand new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Lockwood
de Forest: Furnishing the Gilded Age with a Passion for India can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by ssimply anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that
in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book isthe answer. So there is no in reading a book
especially thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for aperson. So, don't miss the
ideal Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Sharon Wilson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from abook. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will
filled update of news. In this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media socia just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the Lockwood de Forest: Furnishing the Gilded Age with a Passion for India
when you essential it?
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