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While most scholars work within the safe, sturdy confines of conventional academics, Paul Shepard moved
beyond convention, out under the open sky where he was free to turn and peer in every direction. Blending,
sifting, and culling massive mounds of scientific, historical, and deductive data-drawn from biology,
ecology, ethology, anthropology, archaeology, psychology, sociology, philosophy, and even art-he searched
for shards of truth, then fit those pieces together to give logical and meaningful shape to our world. His
interdisciplinary approach brought together diverse fields of research, embodying in a sense Edward O.
Wilson's recently proposed idea of "consilience"-the unity of knowledge needed in the fragmented world of
academic specialization.

Throughout the vast body of Shepard's literary legacy, certain themes appear repeatedly: the aesthetics and
perception of landscape and nature; animals and their pervasive influence on our humanity; ontogeny, the
development of the individual in complicity with nature and with culture; and "place" as the grounding of
our being. Encounters with Nature brings together twenty-one essays written over a span of four decades that
explore those themes and chronicle an interlocking progression of knowledge and insight that certifies Paul
Shepard as one of the most brilliant thinkers of our time.

The essays were selected and edited by Florence Shepard, who also provides a preface and substantial notes
that introduce each section; her contributions offer illuminating biographical information that places the
essays within the context of Shepard's life. In addition, the book features an introductory essay by writer
David Petersen that discusses the meaning and importance of Shepard's guiding ideas.

Encounters with Nature gives the reader a deeper understanding of Paul Shepard's thought, bringing his
intellectual development into closer focus and providing a valuable overview of his life and vision. The book
will bring a greater appreciation of the prescience and timelessness of Shepard's writings to his many
followers and friends, and can also serve to introduce new readers to the remarkable breadth and depth of his
work and insight.
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From reader reviews:

Salina Juarez:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Encounters with
Nature: Essays By Paul Shepard book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Dennis Bryant:

Encounters with Nature: Essays By Paul Shepard can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Encounters with
Nature: Essays By Paul Shepard but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Bella Singer:

You can obtain this Encounters with Nature: Essays By Paul Shepard by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.

James Matter:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Encounters with Nature: Essays
By Paul Shepard to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a
book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Encounters with Nature: Essays By Paul Shepard can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the
time.
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