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It has often been said that early America was the "best poor manÂ’s country in the world." After all, wasnÂ’t
there an abundance of land and a scarcity of laborers? The law of supply and demand would seem to dictate
that most early American working people enjoyed high wages and a decent material standard of living.
Down and Out in Early America presents the evidence for poverty versus plenty and concludes that financial
insecurity was a widespread problem that plagued many early Americans.

The fact is that in early America only an extremely thin margin separated those who required assistance from
those who were able to secure independently the necessities of life. The reasons for this were many: seasonal
and cyclical unemployment, inadequate wages, health problems (including mental illness), alcoholism, a
large pool of migrants, low pay for women, abandoned families. The situation was made worse by the
inability of many communities to provide help for the poor except to incarcerate them in workhouses and
almshouses. The essays in this volume explore the lives and strategies of people who struggled with
destitution, evaluate the changing forms of poor relief, and examine the political, religious, gender, and racial
aspects of poverty in early North America.

Down and Out in Early America features a distinguished lineup of historians. In the first chapter, Gary B.
Nash surveys the scholarship on poverty in early America and concludes that historians have failed to
appreciate the numerous factors that generated widespread indigence. Philip D. Morgan examines poverty
among slaves while Jean R. Soderlund looks at the experience of Native Americans in New Jersey. In the
other essays, Monique Bourque, Ruth Wallis Herndon, Tom Humphrey, Susan E. Klepp, John E. Murray,
Simon Newman, J. Richard Olivas, and Karin Wulf look at the conditions of poverty across regions, making
this the most complete and comprehensive work of its kind.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Giles:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called Down and Out in Early
America? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Willie Wilson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Down and Out in
Early America is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Sarah Acres:

The experience that you get from Down and Out in Early America could be the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Down and Out in Early America giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this particular Down and Out in Early America instantly.

Manuel Frazier:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to
know that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually
Down and Out in Early America.
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