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How do presidents lead? If presidential power is the power to persuade, why is there a lack of evidence of
presidential persuasion? George Edwards, one of the leading scholars of the American presidency, skillfully
uses this contradiction as a springboard to examine--and ultimately challenge--the dominant paradigm of
presidential leadership. The Strategic President contends that presidents cannot create opportunities for
change by persuading others to support their policies. Instead, successful presidents facilitate change by
recognizing opportunities and fashioning strategies and tactics to exploit them.

Edwards considers three extraordinary presidents--Abraham Lincoln, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Ronald
Reagan--and shows that despite their considerable rhetorical skills, the public was unresponsive to their
appeals for support. To achieve change, these leaders capitalized on existing public opinion. Edwards then
explores the prospects for other presidents to do the same to advance their policies. Turning to Congress, he
focuses first on the productive legislative periods of FDR, Lyndon Johnson, and Reagan, and finds that these
presidents recognized especially favorable conditions for passing their agendas and effectively exploited
these circumstances while they lasted. Edwards looks at presidents governing in less auspicious
circumstances, and reveals that whatever successes these presidents enjoyed also resulted from the interplay
of conditions and the presidents' skills at understanding and exploiting them.

The Strategic President revises the common assumptions of presidential scholarship and presents significant
lessons for presidents' basic strategies of governance.
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From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of
them is this The Strategic President: Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership.

Darrell Guess:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be study. The Strategic President: Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Jennifer Ruiz:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Strategic President:
Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's see.

Melissa Kim:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list is The Strategic President: Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential
Leadership. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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