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Shanghai today is a thriving, bustling metropolis. But does its avid pursuit of the modern trappings of
success truly indicate that it will once again become the shining example of China's commercial and
cosmopolitan culture? While history continues to unfold, eminent China scholar Marie-Claire Bergère takes
readers back to when Shanghai first opened to the world in 1842 to narrate the city's tumultuous and unique
course to the present.

Shanghai: China's Gateway to Modernity is the first comprehensive history of Shanghai in any Western
language. Divided into four parts, Bergère details Shanghai's beginnings as a treaty port in the mid-
nineteenth century; its capitalist boom following the 1911 Revolution; the fifteen years of economic and
social decline initiated by the Japanese invasion in 1937, and attempts at resistance; and the city's disgraced
years under Communism. Weaving together a range of archival documents and existing histories to create a
global picture of Shanghai's past and present, Bergère shows that Shanghai's success was not fated, as some
contend, by an evolutionary pattern set into motion long before the arrival of westerners. Rather, her account
identifies the relationship between the Chinese and foreigners in Shanghai—their interaction, cooperation,
and rivalry—as the driving force behind the creation of an original culture, a specific modernity, founded
upon western contributions but adapted to the national Chinese culture.

Eclipsed for three decades by socialism, the wheels of the Shanghai spirit began to turn in the 1990s, when
the reform movement took off anew. The city is again being referred to as a model for China's current
modernization drive. Although it makes no claims to what will happen next, Bergère's Shanghai stands as a
compelling and definitive profile of a city whose urban history continues to be redefined, retold, and resold.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Calderon:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Shanghai:
China's Gateway to Modernity? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jeremy Clayton:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Shanghai: China's
Gateway to Modernity suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Often
the book untitled Shanghai: China's Gateway to Modernityis a single of several books which everyone read
now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people
can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Eric Reynolds:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Shanghai: China's Gateway to
Modernity, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Sean Lee:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Shanghai: China's Gateway to Modernity why because
the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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