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The Gynaeciorum libri, the 'Books on [the diseases of] women,' a compendium of ancient and contemporary
texts on gynaecology, is the inspiration for this intensive exploration of the origins of a subfield of medicine.
This collection was first published in 1566, with a second edition in 1586/8 and a third, running to 1097 folio
pages, in 1597. While examining the origins of the compendium, Helen King here concentrates on its
reception, looking at a range of different uses of the book in the history of medicine from the sixteenth to the
nineteenth century. Looking at the competition and collaboration among different groups of men involved in
childbirth, and between men and women, she demonstrates that arguments about history were as important as
arguments about the merits of different designs of forceps. She focuses on the eighteenth century, when the
'man-midwife' William Smellie found his competence to practise challenged on the grounds of his allegedly
inadequate grasp of the history of medicine. In his lectures, Smellie remade the 'father of medicine',
Hippocrates, as the 'father of midwifery'. The close study of these texts results in a fresh perspective on
Thomas Laqueur's model of the defeat of the one-sex body in the eighteenth century, and on the origins of
gynaecology more generally. King argues that there were three occasions in the history of western medicine
on which it was claimed that women's difference from men was so extensive that they required a separate
branch of medicine: the fifth century BC, and the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries. By looking at all three
occasions together, and by tracing the links not only between ancient Greek ideas and their Renaissance
rediscovery, but also between the Renaissance compendium and its later owners, King analyzes how the
claim of female 'difference' was shaped by specific social and cultural conditions. "Midwifery, Obstetrics
and the Rise of Gynaecology" makes a genuine contribution not only to the history of medicine and its
subfield of gynaecology, but also to gender and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Smith:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question since
just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of
Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) to read.

Alva Sexton:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology (Women and
Gender in the Early Modern World) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of
Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) content conveys objective easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology
(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Gary Williams:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a
lot of new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When
you read this Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early Modern
World), you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a e-book.

Louella Rape:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology (Women and



Gender in the Early Modern World). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer
in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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