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A tiny pair of beaded deerskin moccasins, given to a baby in 1913, provides the starting point for this
thoughtful examination of the work of Dakota women. Mary Eastman Faribault, born in Minnesota, made
them almost four decades after the U.S.–Dakota War of 1862. This and other ornately decorated objects
created by Dakota women—cradleboards, clothing, animal skin containers—served more than a utilitarian
function. They tell the story of colonization, genocide, and survival.

Author Colette Hyman traces the changes in the lives of Dakota women, starting before the arrival of whites
and covering the fur trade, the years of treaties and shrinking lands, the brutal time of removal, starvation,
and shattered families after 1862—and then the transition to reservation life, when missionaries and
government agents worked to turn the Dakota into Christian farmers. The decorative work of Dakota women
reflected all of this: native organic dyes and quillwork gave way to beading and needlework, items
traditionally decorated for family gifts were produced to sell to tourists and white collectors, work on
cradleboards and animal skin bags shifted to the ornamenting of hymnals and the creation of star quilts.

Through it all, the work of Dakota women proclaims and retains Dakota identity: it is a testament to the
endurance of Dakota traditions, to the survival of the Dakota in exile, and—most vividly—to the role of
women in that survival.

Colette A. Hyman teaches history and women’s studies at Winona State University. She is the author of
Staging Strikes: Workers’ Theatre and the American Labor Movement.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Hutter:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Dakota Women's Work: Creativity, Culture, and
Exile as your daily resource information.

Justin Davis:

The publication with title Dakota Women's Work: Creativity, Culture, and Exile includes a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new
information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Michael Emery:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Dakota
Women's Work: Creativity, Culture, and Exile your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get previous to. The Dakota Women's Work: Creativity, Culture, and Exile giving you an additional
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare
time activity?

Kenneth Lambert:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you is Dakota Women's Work: Creativity, Culture, and Exile this book consist a lot of the information with
the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study



when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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