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Sex is usually assumed to be a closely guarded secret of prison life. But it has long been the subject of
intense scrutiny by both prison administrators and reformers—as well as a source of fascination and anxiety
for the American public. Historically, sex behind bars has evoked radically different responses from
professionals and the public alike. In Criminal Intimacy, Regina Kunzel tracks these varying interpretations
and reveals their foundational influence on modern thinking about sexuality and identity.
 
Historians have held the fusion of sexual desire and identity to be the defining marker of sexual modernity,
but sex behind bars, often involving otherwise heterosexual prisoners, calls those assumptions into question.
By exploring the sexual lives of prisoners and the sexual culture of prisons over the past two
centuries—along with the impact of a range of issues, including race, class, and gender; sexual violence;
prisoners’ rights activism; and the HIV epidemic—Kunzel discovers a world whose surprising plurality and
mutability reveals the fissures and fault lines beneath modern sexuality itself.
 
Drawing on a wide range of sources, including physicians, psychiatrists, sociologists, correctional
administrators, journalists, and prisoners themselves—as well as depictions of prison life in popular
culture—Kunzel argues for the importance of the prison to the history of sexuality and for the centrality of
ideas about sex and sexuality to the modern prison. In the process, she deepens and complicates our
understanding of sexuality in America.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Chamberland:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Criminal Intimacy: Prison and the Uneven History of
Modern American Sexuality.

Dan Morris:

The knowledge that you get from Criminal Intimacy: Prison and the Uneven History of Modern American
Sexuality could be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Criminal Intimacy: Prison
and the Uneven History of Modern American Sexuality giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having that Criminal Intimacy: Prison and the Uneven History of Modern American
Sexuality instantly.

Beth Murray:

Exactly why? Because this Criminal Intimacy: Prison and the Uneven History of Modern American
Sexuality is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book
in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Lois Wiggins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning



something by book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually
Criminal Intimacy: Prison and the Uneven History of Modern American Sexuality.
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