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Urban sprawl. Disappearing wetlands. Historic preservation. Eminent domain. These and related land-use
issues have put private-property rights on the public agenda in a contentious, visible way. Proponents of
"property rights" statutes and ballot measures claim that governments too often invade private rights,
imposing heavy burdens without paying fair compensation. Meanwhile, environmental and historic-
preservation advocates press for yet more land-use restrictions designed to address a suite of environmental
challenges.

In this provocative book, legal scholar and conservationist Eric T. Freyfogle presents the private-property
debate in a surprising new light while suggesting how we can both respect private property and achieve
communal goals. Our chief problem, Freyfogle contends, is that we have not taken time to study this
cherished institution, to recover its complexity, and to get beyond bumper sticker debates. We fail to see how
the rights of neighboring landowners are intertwined. We overlook how property both expands and contracts
individual liberty. And we've forgotten how private rights need to evolve over time to serve contemporary
needs.

In On Private Property, Freyfogle shows sympathy for the allegations of the property-rights movement, yet
he sees the movement itself as distorting the institution of private ownership and disconnecting it from its
long-standing ties to community welfare. Even more controversially, Freyfogle criticizes the land
conservation movement for its indiscriminate support of payments to landowners to use their lands well.
Payment programs, he complains, cut short a much-needed debate about the kinds of development rights
landowners ought to hold and about the prerogative of landowners to alter lands in ways that bring ecological
decline. In conclusion, he brings together his provocative ideas in an intriguing Landowner Bill of
Rights—far different from property-rights measures now being debated.

Freyfogle's wide-ranging inquiry offers fresh insights for every reader. The result is a book of originality and
moral force, informed by history, ethics, and environmental awareness. Engaging and accessible, On Private
Property is a unique and vital contribution to a fundamental contemporary issue.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Johnson:

This On Private Property: Finding Common Ground on the Ownership of Land are usually reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this On Private Property: Finding
Common Ground on the Ownership of Land can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this On Private Property: Finding Common Ground on
the Ownership of Land forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial
of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Cory Kyle:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject On Private Property:
Finding Common Ground on the Ownership of Land suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled On Private Property: Finding Common Ground on
the Ownership of Landis the one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help
you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Sandra Earnhardt:

The book untitled On Private Property: Finding Common Ground on the Ownership of Land contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order
it. Have a nice read.

Frank Moore:

This On Private Property: Finding Common Ground on the Ownership of Land is completely new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of
digest in reading this On Private Property: Finding Common Ground on the Ownership of Land can be the
light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People



who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not
any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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