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The popularity of the Harry Potter books among adults and the critical acclaim these young adult fantasies
have received may seem like a novel literary phenomenon. In the nineteenth century, however, readers
considered both Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn as works of literature equally for children and adults;
only later was the former relegated to the category of "boys' books" while the latter, even as it was
canonized, came frequently to be regarded as unsuitable for young readers. Adults -- women and men -- wept
over Little Women. And America's most prestigious literary journals regularly reviewed books written for
both children and their parents. This egalitarian approach to children's literature changed with the emergence
of literary studies as a scholarly discipline at the turn of the twentieth century. Academics considered
children's books an inferior literature and beneath serious consideration.

In Kiddie Lit, Beverly Lyon Clark explores the marginalization of children's literature in America -- and its
recent possible reintegration -- both within the academy and by the mainstream critical establishment.
Tracing the reception of works by Mark Twain, Louisa May Alcott, Lewis Carroll, Frances Hodgson
Burnett, L. Frank Baum, Walt Disney, and J. K. Rowling, Clark reveals fundamental shifts in the assessment
of the literary worth of books beloved by both children and adults, whether written for boys or girls. While
uncovering the institutional underpinnings of this transition, Clark also attributes it to changing American
attitudes toward childhood itself, a cultural resistance to the intrinsic value of childhood expressed through
sentimentality, condescension, and moralizing.

Clark's engaging and enlightening study of the critical disregard for children's books since the end of the
nineteenth century -- which draws on recent scholarship in gender, cultural, and literary studies -- offers
provocative new insights into the history of both children's literature and American literature in general, and
forcefully argues that the books our children read and love demand greater respect.
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From reader reviews:

Philip Logan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in
America. Try to face the book Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America as
your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Tony Hill:

This Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America
without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry
Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America can bring any time you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America having great
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Whitney Martinez:

Why? Because this Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome
way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go
to the book store hurriedly.

Robert McCauley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Kiddie Lit: The Cultural
Construction of Children's Literature in America book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation



Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America as good book not merely by the
cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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