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While the social identity of women in medieval society hinged largely on the ritual of marriage, identity for
men was derived from belonging to a particular group. Knights, monks, apprentices, guildsmen all
underwent a process of initiation into their unique subcultures. As From Boys to Men shows, the process of
this socialization reveals a great deal about medieval ideas of what it meant to be a man—as distinguished
from a boy, from a woman, and even from a beast.

In an exploration of the creation of adult masculine identities in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, From
Boys to Men takes a close look at the roles of men through the lens of three distinct institutions: the
university, the aristocratic household and court, and the craft workshop. Ruth Mazo Karras demonstrates
that, while men in the later Middle Ages were defined as the opposite of women, this was never the only
factor in determining their role in society. A knight proved himself against other men by the successful use
of violence as well as by successful control of women. University scholars proved themselves against each
other through a violence that was metaphorical and against other men by their Latinity and their use of the
tools of logic and rationality. Craft workers proved their manhood by achieving independent householder
status.

Drawing on sources throughout Northern Europe, including court records and other administrative
documents, prescriptive texts such as instructions for dubbing to knighthood, biographies, and imaginative
literature, From Boys to Men sheds new light on how young men were trained to take their place in medieval
society and the implications of that training for the construction of gender in the Middle Ages.

Rescuing maleness from its classification as an ungendered category, From Boys to Men unravels what it
meant to be men in a womanless context, revealing the common threads that emerge from the study of young
manhood in various disparate institutional settings.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Mata:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular From Boys to Men:
Formations of Masculinity in Late Medieval Europe (The Middle Ages Series) book as beginner and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Gordon Frederick:

Precisely why? Because this From Boys to Men: Formations of Masculinity in Late Medieval Europe (The
Middle Ages Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or
you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such
as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Terrance Bartholomew:

Beside that From Boys to Men: Formations of Masculinity in Late Medieval Europe (The Middle Ages
Series) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have From Boys to Men: Formations of
Masculinity in Late Medieval Europe (The Middle Ages Series) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Deborah Fishman:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but also novel and From Boys to Men: Formations of Masculinity in Late
Medieval Europe (The Middle Ages Series) as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher



or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science publication, any other book likes From Boys to Men: Formations of Masculinity in Late
Medieval Europe (The Middle Ages Series) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.
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